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Honpa Buddhist Temple

3611 Forestry Avenue, Lethbridge, AB  T1K 3L5, Telephone (403) 328-7909
FEBRUARY 2004 NEWSLETTER

Temple News:
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CHOW MEIN SUPPER:  Our annual Chow Mein Supper will be held on Saturday, March 13, 2004.


Lots of preparation help is needed starting at 8:00 a.m. on March 12th (Bring your own bag lunch) and on March 13th (Lunch will be provided).

Please also note the following dates:

MEIN MAKING 

– February 14th starting at 8:00 a.m. (BAG LUNCH).

MANJU MAKING 

– February 28th starting at 8:00 a.m. (BAG LUNCH).

If there are any raffle donations, please submit to Brenda Ikuta by February 29th so tickets can be made and sold.  All craft and bake sale items will be gratefully accepted.

Honpa Board of Directors:  Note that our next meeting will be held on February 22, 2004 (after service).

If you would like to receiving the “Newsletter” by e-mail please contact K. B. Takeda (phone:  328-9097, e-mail:  kb.takeda@trimarkeng.com).

Next Board of 

ADVANCE \u5
Honpa Buddhist Temple 2004 Board of Directors



ADVANCE \u5




Chairperson / President
–
David Major
Treasurer 
–
John Dubbelboer

Vice-Chairperson
–
Sylvia Oishi
Secretary 
–
K. B. Takeda


COMMITTEES:
Fujinkai 
–
Rumi Ibuki, Mary Thomas, Donna Dubbelboer, Terry Tokitsu

Dharma School 
–
Brenda Ikuta, Lila Ho-Takeda

Building Maintenance 
–
Positions vacant

BFA Representatives 
–
David Major, Sylvia Oishi

ABC 
–
Don Fraser, J’Lean Lawton

Social
–
John Dubbelboer, Roland Ikuta, Cliff Thomas

BCC Representative
–
David Major

BCCWF Representative
–
Katie Nakagawa

Newsletter & Bulletin 
–
Katie Nakagawa, Gaye Takao, Flo Senda

Funeral 
–
Robert Hironaka, Harumi Fujita, Glen Tanaka, Gaye Takao

Chow Mein Dinner
–
Donna Dubbelboer, Robert Hironaka, Glen Tanaka, Tosh Ibuki, Mary Thomas

Web Page
–
Dan Johnson, David Major
BCC Update January 2004, From: Orai Fujikawa
Happy New Year to everyone!
Looking back the past year, we had experienced a series of unforgettable events such as Iraq War, SARS,  blackouts in the East,  Forest Fire  and flood in the West, and more recently BSE and Iran earthquake.  I cannot help wishing a very peaceful year in 2004.  In the beginning of 2004, I created the following poem:
Nembutsu no Tane Taiheiyou wo koeshiyori,
Kurutoshi hyakunen Tomoni Mukaen.
(Since the seed of the Nembutsu crossing the Pacific Ocean, next year will be our Centennial. Let us together welcome it.)
We have only less than 20 months before the celebration.  May I ask each and everyone for your support and cooperation.
Chairman’s Report to the AGM by David Major
January 25, 2004

There were no significant changes in the status of the Honpa Buddhist Temple during the year 2003.  Reverend Izumi delivered a Dharma talk at 18 services during the year and members of the temple gave Dharma talks at the other services.  Sunday service attendance has increased when Rev. Izumi is present.

Three senior members of Honpa passed away in 2003 and throughout southern Alberta the membership was reduced by the passing of 12 members.  The aging of the congregation and gradual diminution of the membership will soon impact on all of the temples.  The BFA assessments are declining at about 20% per year.  Thusfar, a reduction in BFA cash reserves has mitigated changes in financial requirements from each temple.

The Sangha has a different meaning for different members.  A small number are committed to a weekly Sunday service while others are content to support the temple with generous donations and only attend special services.  It would appear that many members are content that a minister is available for funerals and special services.

The combination of declining membership in southern Alberta requires that the southern Alberta Sangha must grow to continue to support the existing membership.  It is my view that this can only happen if there is a vibrant Sangha that will accept ‘anyone adhering to the purpose and affiliation of the Society’.  This will only happen if the Sangha has a solid base in a single building and a congregation that welcomes all new members according to the Eightfold Path and encourages them to learn about Buddhism.  Accomplishing this will require profound changes, including the merger of the Lethbridge and Honpa Buddhist Temples.

The Board of Directors of Honpa met 11 times in 2003.  The Chow Mein Supper was a successful event in 2003.  One concern was that for some of the work days there were not enough people.  Corrective steps will be taken in 2004.  A group of members proposed that hosting a Casino would be a more effective means of raising money.  It was decided to apply for a casino license and then have a special general meeting to decide whether or not to follow through on it.  As of December 31, 2003, the executive had signed the application form but there was no word as to its submission or acceptance so a general meeting has not been scheduled.

There are several opportunities to improve communication including using our newsletter as a forum for discussion.  I would like to see it engage our membership with discussions about some of the serious challenges facing us, such as the pros and cons of hosting a casino, the future of the chow mein supper, merging our temple with the north-side temple.  The other communication opportunity is related to our connections to the BFA, the BCC and the BCCWF.  I would like to request that all members who represent Honpa at one of these parent organizations report in writing about what is happening back to the membership.

In conclusion, the state of the Honpa Buddhist Church in 2004 is that our Sangha is at a turning point.  We have a minister who is very capable and enthusiastic but ‘apathy is running rampant’.  I propose that we tackle two problems in 2004; one is the fragmentation of Rev. Izumi’s time among temples and the other is communication.

Calendar of Events





February


8	Shotsuki


22	Rev. Izumi





March


13	Chow Mein Dinner


14	Shotsuki





April


4	Hanamatsuri  / Hatsumairi (Lethbridge North)


11	Shotsuki 


22-25	BCC AGM (Winnipeg)


29, 30	World Buddhist


	Women’s Rep Mtg


	(Honolulu)





May


9	Shotsuki


26, 27	World Jodo Shinshu Council (Richmond)





June


BCC Centenial Memoir Article Deadline


13	Shotsuki 





July


3, 4	Raymond 75th Anniversary





























WE NEED YOU!
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